ACT! ACTIVE CITIZENS TODAY
GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP FOR LOCAL SCHOOLS: A TEACHING KIT FOR
MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES
Marianne Larsen (Western University)

AGIR! ACTIONS POUR UNE
GÉNÉRATION IMPLIQUÉE ET
RESPOSABLE:
LCITOYENS ACTIFS:
La Citoyenneté Mondiale dans nos
Écoles Locales

WHAT IS THE RESEARCH ABOUT?

OVERVIEW
In 2006, a collaborative team of university
based researchers, a school board
curriculum consultant and 2 classroom
teachers came together to research, write,
pilot and disseminate a curriculum for grade
6 Ontario teachers based on the key
concepts of critical global citizenship
education. The result, a 200+ page
curriculum kit, was produced in 2007 and
distributed to social studies teachers across
the province. Many teachers continue to use
this curriculum, which was subsequently
translated and published in French, to teach
the Canada and Its Links to the World
curriculum.

The curriculum kit was developed based on
key concepts in global citizenship education
research. As well, the overall project
involved pilot testing the curriculum with
teachers and a research study based on
that study resulted in this article, which was
co-published in a journal and book: Larsen,
M. and L. Faden (2008) “Supporting the
Growth of Global Citizenship Educators”,
Brock Education: A Journal of General
Inquiry. Special Issue - Citizenship
Education in the Era of Globalization:
Canadian Perspectives, 17 (1): 71-86.
Citations: 6. The article was also
published in Citizenship Education in the
Era
of
Globalization:
Canadian
Perspectives. M. O’Sullivan and K. Pashby
(Eds.) Rotterdam, Netherlands: Sense
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FINDINGS
This study involved examining a group of
typical teachers’ perceptions, attitudes and
beliefs about becoming global citizen
educators. The study posed the question,
“Can providing teachers with global
citizenship education resources and
supporting them in the implementation of
these resources improve their capacity to
be effective global educators?” The study
concluded that there is mainstream appeal
amongst social studies teachers for global
citizenship education (GCE). However,
there are a number of limitations and
barriers that prevent even those
committed to global citizenship education
from
implementing
GCE
in
their
classrooms.
.
Article available at:
http://www.tvdsb.on.ca/act/
(English version)

http://www.tvdsb.on.ca/act/agir/agir_temp.html
(Français)
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IMPORTANCE OF THE RESEARCH
The research is important because it
concludes that that it is critically important
to provide teachers with sustainable
supports such as curriculum aligned
teaching
materials
and
professional
development opportunities to become
global citizenship educators. The overall
project confirms that it is possible to
produce good quality curriculum resource
material, drawing upon the strengths of
researchers in the field and practicing
teachers, which reflect some of the key
components of critical global citizenship
education, especially the emphasis on
social justice, equity and transformation.
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