PROMOTING EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH COMMUNITIES
A SCHOOL BOARD-UNIVERSITY TEACHER RESEARCH AND KNOWLEDGE MOBILIZATION
INITIATIVE
SURE Network members, including representatives from Faculties of Education and School Board
Members from the Ontario Ministry of Education, London region

BACKGROUND
The SURE (School Board – University Research
Exchange) network, a team of Deans/Associate
Deans of education and school district researchers
in the Ministry of Education London region is
committed to providing a platform for dialogue
amongst teachers and researchers (school board
and university based). A key objective of this
network is to provide a forum for sharing wellfounded research with teachers, and to provide
related support for enhancing awareness and
uptake. In addition, the SURE network provides a
point of access for researchers to develop a positive
relationship within school communities.

The SURE network emerged from the London
Region MISA Professional Network Centre, and
has been receiving funding to explore the feasibility
of creating a university-school board research
exchange network since 2008. In 2009 SURE
hosted a research percolator event to showcase
some exemplary collaborative research projects.
This event included an opportunity for participants
to join in dialogue about upcoming educational
research initiatives. With considerable interest
generated from the event, the network became
committed to investigating the need to bridge the
gap between research and practice.

May 27, 2012: Spotlight Session (www.csse.ca )

PROMOTING EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH COMMUNITIES
A SCHOOL BOARD-UNIVERSITY TEACHER RESEARCH AND KNOWLEDGE MOBILIZATION
INITIATIVE
MAY 27, 2012 (CANADIAN SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF EDUCATION)

FINDINGS
In 2010, SURE members jointly led a collaborative
study involving focus groups and online surveys from
teachers at elementary and secondary levels to
determine the extent to which they are engaged in
research and using research. Teachers from thirteen
school boards in the southwest (London) region were
asked to comment on their comfort level with
research, the level they are involved in research and
how they acquire research.
The findings of the study determined that teachers
identified a preference for face-to-face collaborative
and online support as a means to bridge the gap
between research and practice. The conclusions of
the study amplified the importance of UniversitySchool Board research collaboration and was the
foundation for an ongoing knowledge exchange
between university researchers, classroom teachers
and teacher researchers.
In recent years, many exciting collaborative research
projects have been conducted as a means to improve
classroom practice within the London region. Projects
include topics that explore collaborative inquiry and
literacy coaching. Some of these initiatives will be
presented during the SURE session where delegates
will have the opportunity to exchange their own ideas
and explore other research interests. The SURE
Network is proud to receive a grant from The
Knowledge Network for Applied Education
Research (KNAER) which has made continued efforts
to strengthen relationships between research, policy
and practice in education in Ontario, as well as a
SSHRC grant, that is supporting efforts to facilitate
research practice through the use of visual
media.

Finally, as part of the SURE Network’s ongoing
commitment to collaboration and knowledge
mobilization of research among Universities and
School Boards, the network is proud to launch an
online professional learning community to support
teachers involved in educational research.
Not unlike a social networking site, the SURE
virtual community will work as a hub for
educational practitioners to share and collaborate
on upcoming research initiatives. This online
community will facilitate dialogue related to the
research interests of researchers and educational
practitioners. In the upcoming months, teachers
and researchers interested in participating in this
exciting new project will assist in the development
of the site by being invited to contribute their
existing research and to collaborate with other
teachers and researchers in this virtual space.
SURE members will take turns monitoring
discussions and adding questions and comments
to continually enrich the dialogue and present
new and current research initiatives and present
ways in which research can translate into
practice.
Together, through this virtual community, school
boards and universities can work in partnership to
engage in research and assist in more efficient
means of knowledge mobilization.
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